Activity
for Parent or Caregiver

Cinco de mayo
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¿Qué es Cinco de Mayo? (What is Cinco de Mayo?)
Cinco de Mayo is the celebration of the Mexican victory over the French at the Battle
of the Puebla on May 5th, 1862.
Cinco de Mayo is not celebrated in Mexico as much as it is in the United States.
However, as the granddaughter of a Mexican American, I am humbled by this holiday.
In the United States, we use it to highlight and celebrate the Mexican culture.
Parades, dancing, festivals, and my favorite -- food -- are some of the ways to

celebrate this date. A favorite tradition during this holiday is to break open a piñata.
There is even a song (in English and Spanish) to go with it! This song is one that will
stick with you and is fun for everyone. So take a look into the beautiful and colorful
Mexican culture by clicking on the blue link: Cinco de Mayo and its history.

A fiesta worthy activity para los niños!

Grade Levels: PreK through Grade 3
Age Levels:
● PreK 3-5 yrs (preschool)
● 5-6 yrs (kindergarten)
● 6-8 yrs (primary)
● 9-11 yrs (Elementary)
Description: Read/listen to the book The Piñata Story by Lisa and Michel Zajur and
Illustrated by Samira Mobayed Murray. Discuss their observations of Mexican culture
from the book. Create your own piñata and have fun!

What Should I Do?
1. Listen to the Read Aloud book by one of the authors, Lisa
Zajur: The Piñata Story. The author introduces some Spanish
words and encourages the children to learn them, too.
Practice along with your child.
2. Discuss the observations of Mexican culture from the
book.
a. What do the houses look like?
b. What are the people wearing?
c. What colors do you notice?

d. What are similarities and differences from Mexican culture with your
own?
3. Make your own piñata!

Tools and Materials
Paper Bag Piñata Supplies
● Tissue paper or construction
paper (12 x 4 inch pieces)
● Stapler
● Candy (optional)
● Paper lunch bag (5x3x10) or any
size will do!
● Newspaper pages to shred
● Scissors
● Glue or tape
● Twine or ribbon
● Hole punch

**SEE PHOTOS FOR ASSISTANCE
1. Shred the newspaper and grab the
candy.
2. Fill the paper lunch bag with shredded
newspaper and candy. Make sure you
fill the bag with enough paper and try
not to put too much candy in it to
make it too heavy.
3. To secure the bag closed, fold over the
top and tape or staple shut.

4. Measure your paper bag and cut the paper into strips that are long enough to
wrap around the paper bag.
5. Now, cut fringe along the edges of the paper strips every inch or so. Only cut
half way. The strips don’t need to be perfect and can be different sizes.
6. With the left-over paper, cut approximately 5 more 1-inch strips of each color
paper, about 4- 6 inches long. Set these aside.

7. Starting at the bottom of the bag, use tape to
secure each piece of fringed paper around the
bag. The first layer should hang over the edge of
the bag.
8. Repeat while overlapping the previous color.
9. Punch two holes at the top on opposite sides.
10.Cut a piece of ribbon or twine a few feet long and
place it through one hole on your piñata, and
knot it. Repeat this for the other side.

11. Using your leftover strips that you set
aside from step 6, tape these strips to the
bottom of the bag.
12. YOU’RE FINISHED!
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